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NOTES AND NEWS 

The following observations occur in Nature, in the course of a review 
of ' Biometrika,' Vol. IV., Parts 1 and 2 : " It is not a raid, but a victorious 
invasion, that Professor Karl Pierson and his school have made into the 
realms of anthropology, with the result that all that part of it which 
deals with men in the mass becomes an annex of the mathematician. The 
invasion occurred at a most opportune time; great collections of data 
which had been accumulated by the anthropologist threatened to bury 
him, for he had neither the method nor the appliances for welding them 
into a composite whole. Especially was this the case with the endless 
measurements of brain-weights obtained most laboriously by the anatomist 
and pathologist; they urgently required an application of the 'mathe- 
matical science of statistics.' Hence the series of articles which occupy 
the greater part of a number of 'Biometrika' published a few months 
ago are particularly welcome; they lay a foundation for an exact knowl- 
edge of this subject. . . . Looking widely at the labors of the bio- 
metricians on human brain-weights, they appear to the writer, who views 
them as an anatomist rather than a mathematician, to have accomplished 
three things : — They have fixed accurately the mean brain-weights for five 
subraces of Europeans, and shown that mean brain-weight is a racial 
character ; they have estimated by a definite standard the degree to which 
the brain varies in size and weight according to the individual, the sex 
and the race; they have worked out the extent to which various features 
of the head and body are correlated with the weight of the brain, and 
expressed them in definite, permanent terms. They have laid a sound 
foundation for future statistical work on the subject, and yet, even at 
the risk of appearing ungracious, it is the writer's opinion that the 
full explanation of the relationship which exists between intelligence, 
brain-weight and other characters is more likely to be discovered by 
those who investigate the individual than by those who study the mass." 

Dr. James H. Hyslop, of New York City, has been offered the secre- 
taryship of the American branch of the Society for Psychical Eesearch, 
vacant by the death of Dr. Bichard Hodgson. 

Dr. L. Erobenius, the well-known German ethnologist, has undertaken 
an expedition to the region of the Kasai to study the native tribes of that 
part of Africa. 

Professor Ehys Davis, secretary of the Eoyal Asiatic Society, has 
been appointed professor of comparative religions at Manchester Uni- 
versity. 

Professor William James, of Harvard, is now lecturing at Stanford 
University, where he will remain until June. 

Dr. Max Heinze, professor of philosophy at Leipzig, celebrated his 
seventieth birthday on December 13. 



